ANNIE LINJE-KACHINJIKA, MIDWIFE NURSE – SUSTAINING HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
…Delivering a wide range of health services to protect livelihoods and boost African economies …

4 December 2020: Annie has worked as a midwife nurse for a number years at Illovo Sugar Malawi’s Mwanza clinic
at Nchalo. She is passionate about healing and serving people, particularly about maternal and child health. She
also provides a wide range of services to the community including HIV testing and support, which is a crucial aspect
of the fight against HIV/AIDS and in boosting economies across Africa. Annie also offers other family planning
services, always focusing on ensuring that we are building and sustaining a healthy, thriving community by protecting
lives and livelihoods.
We spoke to Annie as part of our series of “people stories’’ to find out more about her passion for nursing, why she
chose this career path and how she continues to support the local community in Nchalo, Malawi. We were keen to
find out more about her aspirations and beliefs too.
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What is the most rewarding part of your job?
I am always thrilled when a pregnant woman comes in to deliver a baby without complications, and a healthy baby
and mother go back home. Or, when a patient comes in critically ill and you help to make them better, I am always
proud of that.

How many people do you see at your clinic in an average week?
It depends on the service we are offering. For example, for family planning we see on average 20 women per week,
but if its antenatal its three ladies per week. Personally, I can attend to 50 patients per day, but at busy times when
all the clinicians and support staff are around, we can see up to 650 patients in a day.

In the four year’s you’ve worked at the clinic, how has your work changed?
It has changed a lot because there are new services that we offer now, for example occupational health which isn’t
offered at many public clinics in the area due to lack of capacity and trained staff. I have also become involved in
engaging with the local community through youth clubs to disseminate health messages to young people living in the
areas surrounding the clinic. I really enjoy this educational aspect to my job.
Do you collaborate with third parties as part of your services offered?
We provide a wide range of services from HIV testing to family planning, cancer screening, sexually transmitted
infection management and TB screening. In addition, we work with the government on a twice-yearly programme for
the supplementation of Vitamin A for children aged under five through our Child Health Days.
What are your aspirations for the future?
I would like to offer the best services that I can to patients, especially in relation to child health. I’d like to encourage
young girls to be educated so they can achieve their goals in life and to be a role model in the local community.
Personally, I’d like to take my studies even further by completing a PHD in nursing. The sky is the limit!

Ends
About Illovo Sugar Africa
Illovo Sugar Africa (Pty) Ltd is a Pan-African consumer centric agri-business with roots in growing and making sugar
and related products. It is Africa’s largest sugar producer and has extensive agricultural operations in six southern
African countries – eSwatini, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania and Zambia - manufacturing sugar and
downstream products from cane supplied by its own agricultural operations and independent growers. The group is
a wholly owned subsidiary of Associated British Foods plc (ABF), a diversified international food, ingredients and
retail group operating in more than 50 countries. Illovo Sugar Africa employs more than 12 000 people in permanent
positions across the group with a further 18 000 people employed on a temporary basis. In a recent independent
socio-economic study, the company is estimated to support at least 71 443 jobs across the group and for each of
Illovo’s 29 663 direct employees, at least 1.4 additional jobs are estimated to be supported through grower
communities and wider multiplier effects throughout the economy. Illovo has a proud history of significant contribution
to local economies in which it operates and its positive social impact across this region on rural communities is
substantial. Illovo’s total economic impact, including direct, indirect and induced impacts, was estimated at R 23.8
billion in 2016/17

